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The Tribe Vernonieae can be characterized general-
ly as having alternate Leaves, Some exceptions occur,
however, and some examples have been discussed by
Robinson (1976) in conjunction with the description of
V, sparrei , an opposite-Leaved species of Loja in
southern Ecuador, RecentLy, another opposite-Leaved
species has been encountered in a coLLection by
HarLing and Andersson in EL Oro in southern Ecuador,
As in the previous case, the opposite-Leaved condition
had resuLted in the specimen being sent as a member of
the Eupatorieae,

The new species is remarkabLy distinctive in both
the Leaves and the invoLucraL bracts. As indicated,
opposite Leaves are found in a few other species of
Vernonia, but the sessiLe broad bases of the Leaves of
the new species are aLmost perfoLiate in appearance,
and the bLades are Large for the genus. The invoLucraL
bracts are prominentLy ornamented with Laciniate or
spLit whitish indurated apices and upper margins. Such
appendaged bracts seem most cLoseLy approached eLse-
where in Vernonia by some of the StengeLioid species
of Africa (Smith, L97L), though the appendages of the
Latter are coLored and thinner in texture. The
combination of the Leaves and invoLucre gives the new
species a superficiaL resembLance to some members of
the Tribe InuLeae, but the Leaves are opposite and the
f Lowers are Vernonian in aLL detaiLs, The new species
may prove to be cLosest to V, sparrei H.Robins, and
V, trichotoma GLeason, which aLso have opposite Leaves,
corymbose inf Lorescences, broad and obtuse invoLucraL
bracts, and anther appendages without gLands, but their
Leaves are petioLate with smaLLer obLong bLades, veins
are prominuLous on the upper surface, and the invoLu-
craL bracts are unappendaged.

The species is named for the senior coLLector, Dr,
Gunnar HarLing, of the University of Gdteborg, who is
aLso editor of the "FLora of Ecuador" project,

(6



66 PHYTOLOGIA Vol. Uh, No. 2

X'^mSSi^ ilSXJLiliSii:^^ • Robinson, sp. nov.
Plantae suf f rutescentes pauce ramosae? 2 m aLtae.

Gaules brunnescentes subhexagonaLes striati dense
hirtelli. Folia opposita sessiLia; laminae papyraceae
ovatae plerumque LO-20 cm Longae et 5-LO cm Latae base
Late rotundatae subampLexicauLes margine subintegrae
minute mucronato-denticuLatae apice breviter acutae
supra minute hispidulae subtus parce piLosuLae et
glanduLo-punctatae, nervis pinnatis, nervis secundariis
utrinque ca , LL, nervis et nervulis subtus albidis.
Inf lorescentiae terminaLes corymbosae, ramis dense
hirtelLis, ramis ultimis 3-LO mm Longis. CapituLa late
campanulata 9-10 mm alta et 7-9 mm lata; squamae
invoLucri ca , 30-35 persistentes subimbr icatae 3-7 mm
Longae et L-2 mm Latae extus parce fuLvo-tomentosae et
minute gLanduLo-punctatae , bracteae 2-3 basiLares
ovatae inornatae extus sericeae cetera obLongae veL
Late Lineares in apicem vaLde ornatae aLbo-aLatae et
Laceratae, bracteae interiores sensim ornatissimae,
FLores ca, 20 hermaphroditi, GoroLLae LavanduLae
extus breviter stipitato-gLanduLif erae , tubis ca, ^ mm
Longis in partibus cyLindraceis L mm Longis superne
infundibuLaribus , faucis ca , L mm Longis, Lobis anguste
LanceoLatis ca, 3 mm Longis et 0,7 mm Latis; thecae
antherarum ca . 2 mm Longae inf erne obtusae ; appendices
antherarum obLongae 0,5 mm Longae et 0,25 mm Latae non
gLanduLiferae ; basi styLorum noduLiferi et annuLate
scLeroidei, ceLLuLis annuLarum subquadratis veL irreg-
uLaribus pLerumque L2-25 ;am in diametro, Achaenia
immatura usque ad 2,5 mm Longa et ca, L mm Lata inf erne
gLanduLifera parce breviter spicuLifera; carpopodia
distincta ca , 0,2 mm Longa et 0,^ mm Lata, ceLLuLis
subquadratis veL breviter obLongis ca, 20 ^m Latis,
parietibus vaLde incrassatis; setae pappi interiores
ca, 25 pLerumque ca, 5 mm Longae superne distincte
Latiores, ceLLuLis apicaLibus acutis, setae in sereibus
exterioribus distinctae ca , L mm Longae, Grana
poLLinis ca, 37 pm in diametro Leniter Lophorata,
cristis vaLde spiniferis,

TYPE: EGUADOR: EL Oro: Road Pasajo - Santa IsabeL
- Girdn, vaLLey of Rio Jubones, mountain rain forest
to dry steppe vegetation, aLt, ca, L600 m,s,m. Shrub
ca. 2 m high. GoroLLa bLuish vioLet. 7 V L97i4, G,
HarLing & L. Andersson L^^08 (HoLotype GB).
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FLORA OF ECUADOR
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Vernonia harllngil H. Robinson, enlargement of heads


